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—“that thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations”
VOL,. II. GAMBIER, OHIO, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1831. NO. 4.
...GEORGE W. MYERS, PRINTER...
THE DESIGN AND AGENCY OF SPONSORS IN 
BAPTISM.
In all ages of the Church, it has been required 
of persons to be baptised that they should make 
certain renunciations, professions and promises, 
before their admission to the ordinance. There 
are constant references to this practice in the 
works of the early Christian writers; and many of 
the forms of renunciation and profession in use at 
different times, have been preserved and handed 
down to us. Indeed, there are plain allusions to it 
in the scriptures of the New Testament. In the 
case of the Ethiopian nobleman baptised by Phil­
ip the Deacon, there was an open and formal con­
fession of the Christian faith. To this baptismal 
ceremony, the apostle Paul probably alludes, when 
he speaks of Timothy’s having “professed a good 
profession before many witnessesIn all cases 
in which the candidates for baptism are of compe­
tent age, they have been required to make the re­
nunciations, professions, anil promises, for them­
selves, the sponsors in such cases being merely spe­
cially “chosen witnesses' of the act, and taking 
no part in the transaction. In cases of infants 
and children not arrived at years of discretion, 
the renunciations, &c. have been made by their 
sponsors in t/ieir name. In other words, the spon­
sors have acknowledged for them, their obligation 
and duty to renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, to receive the faith of Christ,and to live in 
the obedience and service of God. The sponsors 
promise nothing (or themselves. Every thing they 
sav and do is in the name of the child. This is the 
weli settled understanding of every church which 
retains the office of sponsors. By turning to the 
baptismal office of our Church, you will see that 
she considers the child a> “promising by his sure­
ties, until he shall come of age to take his vows 
upon himself.” and does not view the vows as made 
by the sponsors themselves, in any sense or in any 
case. In the questions addressed to the sureties, 
she asks: “Dost tlou, in the name of this child, 
renounce,” &c. I-’ is plain, then, and let it be dis­
tinctly observed, fiat the sponsors promise nothing 
at all for themsebes. The objections commonly 
made against spmsors, are raised upon the mista­
ken notion tbat^ey make the vows and promises at 
the baptism rf another. This is the mere frivo­
lous objectiei of ignorance; for we see that the 
sponsors do^ot make the vows. All they say is 
merely the formal recognition of the children’s 
duty to pelieve and do the things stated in the 
response, “when they come of age.”
It seens be scarcely necessary to say any 
thing o you in answer to other objections and 
preju^ces against this venerable and wholesome 
custm. But, although you may not yourselves 
ehtetain these objection, you may desire to have 
at 'and an answer to them when proposed by oth­
er* On this account I shall endeavour very 
biefly to show that they are groundless. It is e 
ornnion thing to hear the objection made against 
ponsors, that they undertake to initiate the in­
fants they represent, into a covenant, whereas 
children under years of discretion, are not capable 
of entering into covenant. This is rather an objec­
tion to the baptism of infants, than to the agency 
of sponsors in fhe transaction. Yet, as, by the 
principle it assumes, it bears upon the question 
before us, although I am reluctant to enter upon 
any collateral discussion in this letter, it requires 
some notice. To deny that infants are capable 
of covenant, is to reason against facts, and to con­
tradict the word of God. It is a fact not doubt­
ed by any, that infants were circumcised under the 
Mosaic dispensation; and it is equally clear that 
their subjection to this rite was the means and the 
seal of their admission into a covenant relation 
with God.— Be it remembered too, that they re­
ceived this ordinance, called in scripture express­
ly “the covenant of circumcision,” (Acts vii. 6.) 
and by God himself “my covenant in your flesh,” 
(Gen. xvii. 13.) in obedience to the direct com­
mand of God. And, inasmuch as the infants thus 
circumcised were utterly incapable of any volun­
tary initiation into the covenant, it is obv^Phus. that 
they became parties in the contract, through the 
agency of others. There is, then, no force whate­
ver in this objection, because it is in plain opposi­
tion to facts, and is contradictory to the word of 
God.
■But it has been sometimes said, that the agency 
of sponsors is useless, because all persons are at 
any rate, bound to conform to the faith of the 
gospel, and to live in the service of God. But 
surely there is no force in this objection. An ex­
amination of the matter will show, that the bap­
tismal renunciations and vows are not intended to 
impose new obligations, but only to set forth what 
a Christian’s obligations are, and to express his re­
cognition of them. And surely this cannot be 
condemned as useless. The obligations would be 
the same indeed were no renunciations and pro­
mises formally made, because they express no­
thing more than what the gospel requires of all 
men;—but this is no valid reason why these sacred 
obligations should not be openly recognised, and 
specially assumed. All Christians are in the habit 
of professing repentance for their sins, and of ex­
pressing their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
their resolutions of future obedience and love to 
him, in their public, private, and social prayers; 
and more, especially in their sacramental services. 
But will any condemn all this as unnecessary and 
useless? It might be shown too, that these renun­
ciations and professions have a most salutary influ­
ence, not only upon the individual who makes 
them for himself, and in riper years upon the chil­
dren in whose name they are made by the sponsors, 
but upon the congregation in whose presence they 
are uttered, and upon all the witnesses of the 
transaction. They serve at least to remind them 
of what they themselves have promised; and what 
they are already bound to do. And certainly they 
tend much to illustrate the true design of the or­
dinance; and to give it additional solemnity in the 
view of the people.
By some it is objected to the agency of spon­
sors, that they have no right thus to incur obliga­
tions, and form a religious contract, for children 
incapable of consent. To this a very brief answer 
may be found in the fact already adverted to, that, 
by the express direction of GoJ, children were by 
their parents initiated by circumcision into a co­
venant with him, which bound them to his service 
Bound them to his service, I say, because as the 
apostle observes in his epistle to the Galatians, 
(c. v. v. 3.) “ every man that is circumcised, is a 
debtor to the whole law." The divine word, then, 
settles the principle clearly, that parents and 
sponsors have a right to undertake the kind agency 
of placing their children in a state of avowed 
obligation to serve God and of initiating them into 
covenant with him. There would indeed be some 
force in the objection, were Any thing required 
to be proved “by most certain warrants of holy 
scripture;” or were any thing contrary to God s 
word, or not commanded by it, required to bp 
practised as a matter of duty to God. But inas­
much as no human doctrines or requisitions are 
thereby imposed upon the baptised, but he is re­
quired to confess only what the scriptures teach, 
and to do only what they require, the objection 
is wholly destitute of force. Certainly it cannot 
be pretended, that any privileges are taken from 
the child by the contract thus made by him; or, 
that he is thereby subject to any disadvantages 
whatever. On the contrary, privileges are there­
by secured to him, and important advantages 
gained. There is, then, neither injustice or im­
propriety, nor the assumption of any unwarranta­
ble power over the conscience of an infant, in the 
act of the sponsors who answer in his name the 
baptismal interrogatories. ‘ And what they have 
undertaken for him, he is solemnly bound himself 
faithfully to believe and to do; not merely because 
they have promised for him that he will do so, but 
because the things they have promised are requir­
ed of him in the gospel.
It is frequently brought forward as an objection 
to the practice of admitting sponsors in baptism, 
and as a serious reproach to the Church, that of­
ten sponsors have not that fuilh which only pan 
qualify them to present the cnild acceptably and ef­
fectually to dedicate it to God. But this objection 
is founded upon an entirely mistaken view of the. 
design of the Church in requiring sponsors.— 
There is nothing said or done by the sponsors 
that looks like any such agency as that of dedicat­
ing the children they bring to God: nor i« there 
one word in the baptismal office that seems to re­
cognise them as performing any such offibe. On 
the contrary, it is very plain, that the faith of the 
individuals bringing a child to baptism, and making 
in his name the customary responses, has nothing 
whatever to do with the sacramental dedication 
of it to the service of God. Among some denomi­
nations of Christians, from whom this objection 
is most frequently heard, the dedication is suppos­
ed to be made by the parents of the child; and 
hence they require that they, or at least one of them, 
should be in full communion with the church, on the 
ground that none can acceptable consecrate tlity,
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in their obligations, by addressing to 
in which they are clearly 
ive learn, that it is their
UUv.^». that the infant be
soon as he shall be able.to learn, what 
a solemn vow, promise, and profession he has 
made by them;” to “call upon him to hear ser­
mons. and chiefly provide that he may learn the 
creed, the Lord’s prayer, and the ten command 
ments, and all other things which a Christian ought 
to know and believe to his soul’s health;” to be 
at pains that the “child be virtuously brought up 
to lead a godly and a Christian life;” and finally 
“to take care, that he he brought to the bishop to 
be confirmed by him, so soon” as he is “sufficient­
ly instructed,” and otherwise prepared. These 
four things, then, comprise all a sponsor’s duty to 
the child for whom he stands in baptism, viz: to 
see that he be taught the vows and promises of 
his baptism; to exhort him to attend the public 
preaching of the word, and to learn the principles 
of the Christian faith; to superintend his morals 
and endeavor to bring him up virtuously and reli­
giously; and, at a proper time, to bring him to 
confirmation.
And such precisely were regarded as the appro­
priate duties of sponsors in the primitive Church, 
To sum them up in the words of the elaborate and
children to God in faith, who are destitute of this 
But. however proper it may be that
godmother 
them an exhortation 
set fourth. From that we 
“parts and duties.” “to see 
taught, so 
a solemn vow
and sponsors have nothing to do with the baptismal 
dedication. This is altogether an act of the 
Church, which as the spouse of Christ, offers it 
by faith to his acceptance and blessing. The of­
ficiating minister, in administering baptism to an 
infant, acts in a two-fold character. As the organ or 
representative of the people, he takes and presents 
the child, and calls upon the whole congregation 
to offer their prayers in its behalf; and as the ser­
vant ot Christ and the ambassador of God, he re­
ceives it into the Church, and ratifies its adoption 
into the mystical body of Christ, by the visible 
seal of the covenant. An examination of the of­
fice for the baptism of adults, will show that this 
is a correct view of the matter. In this office the 
sponsors say and promise nothing: they, therefore 
cannot present or dedicate the candidate. Nor 
does the adult himself perform any act of self-dedi­
cation, apart from his willing reception of the sa 
crament, and the devotion and faith with which 
he receives it. But the Church, in such instan­
ces, as well as in the baptism of infants, adopts the 
individual, as it were, and herself undertakes the 
office of dedicating him to God. Accordingly, 
the minister, in both cases, exhorts t\\c congregation 
to call upon God in behalf of the candidate for 
baptism and speaks of him, whether infant or 
adult, as “being dedicated to thee by our office and 
ministry.”
It is plain, then,'that it is by the prayers and 
the faith of the Church, and not those of any in­
dividual whatever that a person ora child is offer­
ed and dedicated to God in baptism. The minis­
ter does not dedicate the individual even upon 
his oxvn faith—(for it is not his solitary act he is 
performing)—he acts as the representative, “the 
minister,” of the congregation of the faithful. 
When he actually administers the ordinance, he 
acts the representative or minister of Jesus Christ, 
the institutor of that sacrament. The represen­
tation I have given you is nonovelty; if it were, this 
would be good proof that is worth nothing. “-Id 
verum, quodcunquo primunii id adultcrmn, quod- 
cunque posterius.” (Tcrtullian. adv. Prax. S. 2. 
npud Fader.) It is very clearly and fully expressed 
in a passage of St. Augustine’s letter to Boniface, 
ahead} quoted, “Infants are offered for the re­
ception of spiritual grace, not so much by those 
■ •-----------/-i»i---------- 1. i...by whose hands they arc brought, (although by 
those too if they are good Christians) as by the 
whole body of saints and faithful people. For 
tiiey arc properly understood to be offered by all 
who desire they should be offered, and by whose 
holy and united charity they are assisted to the 
reception of the Holy Ghost. Therefore, the 
whole church of the saints performs this office as 
a mother.” And in exact conformity with this 
view of the subject the learned Dr. Wall, in his 
great treatise on infant baptism, says neither did 
the baptism depend on the holiness, or right faith 
or intention of those who brought the child: it was 
supposed to be done by the order and at the de­
sire of the Church, and particularly of those who 
assisted with their prayers at tire office.”—Histo­
ry Trf ant Baptism—Part 1. c. 15. Ed. Lond. 
1819. v. I. p. 212.
Thus have I explained, and vindicated from ob­
jections the agency of sponsors. It only remains 
that I endeavor to point out to you what are their 
duties.
Sponsors, you have seen, promise nothing what­
ever in their own names. But although they do 
not by any audible declaration assume any obli­
gations, there are several duties implied in the 
very nature of their office; and well understood 
by the Church to rest upon them. Accordingly, 
at the conclusion of the baptismal services, she 
directs the minister to instruct the godfathers and
this matter in a true light; and that on this sulb 
ject, the reluctance of many among you, (whose 
conscientous timidity I would not, however, re­
proach, but rather respect and applaud,) will be 
manifest no longer.
And I would seriously call the attention of 
sponsors to the necessity of diligently and faithfully 
discharging the duties they have assumed. It is no­
toriously a scandal to our Church, that the office 
of sponsor is too often assumed, without a pro­
per impression of its importance, and without that 
deeply sincere intention of fulfilling its duties, 
without which the assumption of the office is a 
wretched mockery of serious things, or at best a 
miserable pieceof formality and custom. ****** 
Nothing can excuse a sponsor’s omission of his 
duty, but the hinderances which providence may 
interpose to its performance. In other words, it 
is only when we cannot discharge the duties of the 
office, that we are excusable for this omission. 
Circumstances may, and often do occur, to pre­
vent the agency of a sponsor. In such cases, 
if the conscience, is clear, and the will good, and 
he has done what he could; he is chargeable with 
no blame. But I repeat it, under the solemn con­
viction of duty to you as your pastor, that the 
neglect of duties so important and so sacred, can­
not fad to incur the displeasure of Amighty God
learned Mr. Bingham, in his complete discussion 
of the subject, in his work on the antiquities of 
the Church, “thev were to be the guardians of 
their spiritual life for the future, and to take care, 
by good admonitions and instructions, that they 
performed their part of the covenant they were 
now engaged in.”—(See vol, iii. p. 214. Ed. Lond. 
1829.)
Did sponsors recollect, that they are “ the guar­
dians of the spiritual life” of their godchildren, 
and conscientously and faithfully perform the sacred 
duties implied in that relation, we should hear 
very little in the way of objection to the office; 
all the reproach suffered by the Church in conse­
quence of their rcinissness, would be removed; 
and true piety be most powerfully and certainly 
promoted.
In conclusion, I would beg to observe the fee­
bleness and the Unreasonableness of the popular ob jec­
tions witli which the practice of the Church in the 
matter of sponsors, is assailed. Yon are well 
convinced, I trust, that these objections are 
founded upon erroneous views of the design 
of the office; and arc either the result of igno­
rance of ecclesiastical usages, or of most unwar­
rantable prejudice. It would be well, and would 
conduce to the prevalence of truth, if people 
would give themselves a little trouble to ascertain 
the meaning and authority of ecclesiastical institu­
tions and usages, which they reject or feel dispos­
ed to condemn. Our Church has suffered much 
undeserved obloquy from the ignorance and prej­
udice of those who will neither take the pains 
to be enlightened, nor surrender their prejudices 
toargument. We ask nothing but justice and can­
dour on the part of our Christian brethren who 
differ from us. Justly and candidly dealt with, 
the Church will be found to have the authority of 
scripture for every thing she teaches as matter of 
doctrine, and either that of scripture or of vene­
rable antiquity, or of both, for her ceremonies and 
rites.
1 would ask you to consider how unnecessary 
are the scruples frequently entertained even by pi­
ons and intelligent persons, about becoming sponsors 
for others. These scruples, I think, you must see 
are founded, wholly upon misconceptions of duty. 
Certainly the duties of the sponsor are such as any 
honest believer in the gospel need not hesitate 
to undertake, and faithfully perform. Indeed 
there seems to be a want of charity in refusing to 
sustain this relation to the lambs of the Hock for 
whom our kind offices are solicited. Who shall 
train them up “in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” if Christian people will not undertake 
to do it?
and to bring punishment upon the delinquent. 
Dear brethren, seriously consider these things
Never dare to trifle with holy things ,—never ven­
ture to consider as matters of no moment, obliga­
tions voluntarily assumed by yonrselyes towards the 
souls of others; humbie yourselves before God 
for past indifference and neglect; resolve and 
endeavor for the future to perform what you have 
undertaken; and remember that there is a day at 
hand, when you must stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ, and give to the great judge of the 
universe a strict “account of your stewardship.” 
And may God give you the disposition and the 
grace to be faithful, that in that day you may re­
ceive his approbation, and be admitted to an eter­
nal reward.—Ducachcl's Letter.
ANECDOTE.
“A soft ansxver turneth axvay wrath.”—Madame 
de Genlis relates the following anecdote ot her 
residence in Beil.n;
“My saloon had two doors, one opening into 
my chamber, and the other conducting to a pri­
vate staircase descending to the court; on the 
platform of this staircase was a door opposite to 
mine, belonging to the apartments of an emigrant. 
This man was of a savage disposition,, and never 
saw any one in his house. Some one had given 
me two pots of beautiful hyacinths; at night I 
placed them on this platform between my neigh­
bor’s door and my own. \ln the morning I went 
to take them again, and had the disagreeable sur­
prise to see my beautiful hyacinths cut into pieces 
and scattered around the pot$ which held them: 
I easily guessed that my neighbor was the author 
of this deed, who had been excited to it doubt­
less, notwithstanding his Frencnnoliteness, by the 
libels which were published against me. Not 
wishing the affair to be known, I Aid not ask more 
flowers of the persons who had gyen me these; 
but directed a servant to buy me sime. Having 
placed these in the pots, I attached fo them a slip 
of paper, on which I wrote these worts, “ Destroy 
my works if you xvili, but respect the xvo/G- God. 
At night I placed them on the placfoty—in the 
morning, I went with eagerness to seeVhat had 
beeai their fate, and saw with great pleasure, that 
some one had been content with simply vatering 
them; I carried them immediately into the'aloon, 
and placing them on the table, perceived that 
there were attached to them two silk strings,f^ach 
having a charming cornelian ring.
A divine ought to calculate his sermon as 
a-trenom<?r does his almanack—to the meridian 
I trust that you, my brethren will view - the place and people where he lives.—T. Brow:
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THE WIZARD HERMIT OF VIRGINIA.
A correspondent of the New ork Observer, 
who recently travelled through Virginia on his 
way to the West, thus describes a singular object 
which he met with in the mountains in that state:
While passing in the stage through the western 
mountains of Virginia, and in one of their most 
remote and dark defiies a singular and attractive 
object in human form presented himself at the 
side of the road—not for the purpose of being 
himself seen—but with the most Platonic self-pos­
session and absorption, devoting himself so entire­
ly to his own occupation, as not to seem to notice 
us or any other object. He was evidently a very 
old man—emaciate in form—his locks and beard, 
(both of which seemed to have been left undis­
turbed by any act of clipping for years,) as white 
as the purest snow—his dress, a pair of loose 
trowsers and a roundabout, of a piece of cloth 
commonly called duck, bleached to whiteness by 
long use and washing.—the tout ensemble of his 
person making out a fair representation of a ghost 
for the night, or a saint in the day—he presented, 
indeed, a most singular aspect of the human form. 
For his beard, and face, and head, he should have 
been a Catholic, and sat for his likeness, and been 
canonized, it would have required no imagina­
tion, but simply the art of the copyist, to make 
his appearance remarkable. And it would forever 
have been difficult to persuade the jimatcur, that 
tk e original justified the production. This singu- j 
Jar being—who, if met by an imaginative person 
alone, would doubtless have been taken for a visi­
tant from another world—was engaged with the 
most unperturbed intentness, in an equally singu­
lar occupation—not for itself, but for the manner 
thereof. He was obviously drawing wood for his 
fire. The stick he was endeavoring to transport, 
in dimensions, was, I should judge, ten feet long 
and eight inches in diameter—at the moment we 
passed, just in the margin of a thick forest, from 
the depths of which, by the marks upon it, it had 
probably been tugged with great labor. The old 
man was endeavoring to adjust it on the axle of a; 
small carriage, composed only of this cross piece ' 
itself two feet long, and sustained by a pair I 
wheels, worked from a two inch plank, in di-1 
ameter about ten inches. Instead of attaching ( 
his draft string to the carriage, he had tied it to j 
an iron wedge, driven into the butt of his timber, I 
and thus laboriously and child like, with a little 
axe suspended to a girdle about his loins, was I 
working his simple apparatus and its burden j 
down the hill to his cabin, which was near and in 
immediate view.
Who’s that?” “What’s that?” simultaneously 
cried every voice in the coach to the driver—the 
moment our fixed and breathless gaze, and the 
clearing of the coach from the spell-bound atmos­
phere, which seemed to surround the venerable 
figure, unsealed our lips—,‘Who’s that ” “ What’s
that?” “The V/izard Hermit,” replied the driver. 
“And what is his name?” “ He is reported to1 
have been one Mr. Cooper. And the more com-; 
'fortable would many of the tenants of these moun-' 
tains be—if they could tell who and what he is I 
jow. He has many years inhabited yonder cabin ' 
at the bo-tom of the hill, without the company 
of any breathing thing, not even of dog, or cat, or 
squirrel, or bird. He tells no story—and answers 
no questions .” And many other things, with a 
very mysterious air, narrated the driver, of this 
wonderful being—apparently quite glad, that he 
ha« not been obliged to encounter him aione, and 
that he had been able to get by without losing the 
wheels of his carriage, or the shoes from off his 
horse’s feet, or chancing with any other mishap, 
by the invisible agency of this hermit of the moun­
tains—who, the driver intimated had given many 
proofs of having familiars in the world of spirits.
The true secret of the old man’s history, how­
ever, is—that having suffered the base ingratitude 
«f children, and being affected with strong reh-
ECCLESIASTCAL STATISTICS OF FRANCE.
The following statement respecting the religious 
denominations in France is from a late number 
of the Church of Ireland Magazine.
The numerous sects which have sprung up in 
England since the reformation and which are 
known by the name of Dissenters, do not exist in 
trance. The whole population may be divided, 
and that in a very unequal proportion, into four 
religious creeds viz. Roman Catholics, Calvinists, 
Lutherans, and Jews. A very small number of 
Quakers are to be found in some sea-ports, ami 
also a few Anabaptists. 1 have said here above, 
that the different religious creeds of the French 
were divided in a very unequal proportion. In 
fact, the number of all the dissenters does cer­
tainly not amount to one sixteenth, of the total 
population. Of that sixteenth more than three- 
quarters are Calvinists. 'Hie number of Jews are 
supposed to be about 50,000. Lutherans are on­
ly to be found in the two departments formed out 
of the ancient province of Alsace, and in Paris, 
where they have a church. The 86 departments, 
forming the territory of the kingdom of France, are 
, divided into 14 archbishopricks, and 66 bishop- 
| ricks, The bishopricks are, in their turn, divided 
into parishes, having each a cure and the parishes, 
in to succursales, or chapels of ease, with each a 
desservant at his head. However, it is necessary 
to observe, that those two latter divisions are in a 
great part nominal, as since the re-establishment 
of religious worship in France, the number of 
clergymen has never been sufficient to procure cures 
or disservants to all the churches, and that there are 
an immense number of parishes whose flocks are 
left without any shepherd at all. Ail the abbeys, 
canonicatcs, or other ecclesiastical institutions 
of that sort, were abolished by the first revolution, 
and not re-established by Bonaparte. There are 
at present no convents for men, except two or three 
of the holy order of La 'frappe. As for the mis­
sionaries and brothers of the Christian school, who 
are at the head of the charity schools, they are 
not cloistered. The convents for women are more 
numerous, but all of them are devoted to the ed­
ucation of young girls, or the care of the sick. 
No such house can be instituted, or possess any 
property, without special permission from govern­
ment. No woman can make a religious vow be­
fore she is 25 years old, and no vows are admitted 
for longer than 7 years.
TIIE SANDWICH ISLANDS.
Capt. Finch, of the U. S. Navy, the accom­
plished officer who commanded the Vincennes in i 
her visit to the Sandwich Islands, speaks of the I 
Missionaries and their calumniators in the follow­
ing terms:
It is a most lamentable fact, that the dislike of 
the Missionaries by the foreign residents, has a 
tendency, as yet, to paralyze the efforts which the 
natives are so laudably making to render them-j 
selves worthy of the support and confidence of en-. 
lightened Christian and distant nations; and this! 
one circumstance will render, for some time to I
gious dispositions of an enthusiastic “character he 
has chosen this retreat from the world, and doubt­
less has his own reasons for his own taste, and his 
peculiar manner of living, I confess, when thus 
far let into the history of this man, from an au­
thentic source, I felt the deepest sympathy’ and 
interest in his condition. And had I not been cer­
tified of his stubborn and invincible taciturnity, I 
should have felt myself richly rewarded in any 
endeavor to obtain from his own lips his domestic 
history, his common reasonings, his philosophy, 
and his religious views. If such a man has not 
become absolutely’ insane, his persevering self- 
banislnnent from all human society, although it 
proves an infirmity of one kind, also demonstrates 
a gigantic strength of another.
come, the visits by our ships disagreeable the 
officers who have to make them. The constant 
complaining against the Missionaries, is irksome 
in the extreme, and in such contrast with the con­
duct of the Missionaries themselves, that 1 couid 
not but remark their circumspection and reserve 
with admiration: the latter never obtruded upon 
my attention the grounds or causes they might 
have to complain; nor did they advert to the op­
position they experienced, unless expressly invited 
thereto by me.
If the understandings of the natives are im­
posed upon by the religious injunctions of the Mis­
sionaries, thexjvi! will ultimately correct itself, by 
the very tuition which they afford the inhabitants, 
more certainly and effectually than by the denun­
ciation and declamation of foreigners, who are in­
terested and temporary sojourners, without other 
than moneyed transactions to engage the confi­
dence of the natives, whereas the Missionaries 
have adventured their families among them, and 
stand pledged as to the issue of their undertaking 
before uot only the American public, but the 
world at large.
By the diffusion of knowledge among the island­
ers at large, I can readily suppose that the influ­
ence of the resident whites, and the abject and 
slavish adulation and distinction heretofore paid 
to them, have been diminished in some degree: 
will not tins circumstance to a limited extent, 
serve to explain the sourness and bitterness which 
the whites cherish, and, on many occasions, dis­
play towards the chiefs as well as the missiona­
ries.—Boston Recorder.
ORIENTAL STORIES.
A logician and a swimmer. were embarked in 
the same vessel. The logician said to bis com­
panion—“what do you know of logic?” It ap­
peared that he did not know even the name of it. 
“Alas! alas!” exclaimed the reasoner, “you have 
sunk one half of your life in an ocean of ignor­
ance.” A storm arose-—the swimmer said to the 
logician—“ Have you learned to swim?” “No,” 
answered the reasoner. “Alas! alas!” said the 
swimmer, “you have thrown away your whole fife 
upon the winds.”
Many pf the eastern stories turn upon evidence 
and the ingenuity of the judge in discovering the 
side of justice. The judgment, of Solomon be­
tween the two women claiming a child is here 
told of some Oriental kazec. The following sto­
ry is of the same nature.
A young man going a journey, entrusted a hun­
dred dccnars to an old man; when he came back 
the old man denied having had any money de­
posited with him, and he was had up before the 
kazec. “Where were you, young man, when you 
delivered this money ?” “ Under a tree.” “ Take
my seal and summon that tree,” said the judge, 
“Go, young man, and tell the tree to come hither, 
and the tree will obey, when you show it my seal.” 
The young man went in wonder. After he had 
been gone sonic time, the kazee said to the old 
man, “he is long—do you think he has got there 
yet?” “No,” said the old man: “it is at some dis­
tance: he has not got there yet.” “How knowest 
thou, old man,” cried the kazee, “where that tree 
is?” The young man returned, and said the tree 
would not come. “ He has been here, young man, 
and given his evidence—the money is thine.”
Another case of evidence turns upon a ruby 
which two false witnesses swear hail been given in 
their presence to a third party. “ Here is some 
bread,” said the kazee, “make it in the form of 
the ruby.” The witnesses made imitations of the 
ruby utterly different from each other.
Dr. Payson was asked one day by some of his 
friends, if he could see any particular reason for 
the dispensation of God in his last sickness. “No,” 
he replied, “but I am as well satisfied as if I couid. 
see ten thousand: God’s wiil is the very perfec­
tion of reason.
2ft
For the Gambier Observer. 
THE END OF LIFE.
The reflection that the happiest earthly state 
must soon end, serves as an effectual restraint upon 
elation of mind even in the most prosperous condi­
tion of humanity. The flower is not so fading, 
the rain bow tints not so soon gone as human life. 
How vain the hope to erect a permanent fabric 
upon the fast passing current of earthly existence. 
We have but little more time than just to look 
about us upon man and his works, to be introduced 
to an acquaintanceship with the beauty and har­
mony of created nature, as far as it can be known 
in this the vestibule of our being, when we are 
called to bid adieu to all below, to see the sun and 
the fair face of the world no more, to see no more 
those whom we love, and whose friendship is our 
purest happiness. The rich man cannot long re­
tain his grasp upon his wealth, the great man will 
soon be thrown from the eminence, which it has 
cost him so much labor to reach, the beauty, so 
much prized, will be so changed into deformity 
that, disgust will succeed admiration, and earthly 
pleasures will not have even the power of pleasing 
m the retrospect, so utterly will they have passed 
away.
The sons of affliction too will shortly be at rest. 
Pain will lose the power of embittering existence. 
Apprehended dangers will cease to terrify, and 
present ills to molest. The oppressor and the op­
pressed, the slave and his master, all will lie down 
in the silent house appointed for all the living, 
where the wicked will cease from troubling and 
the weary will be at rest.
The term allotted for the triumph of guilt will 
soon expire. A few days and its violence will not 
be feared. Vice will go to meet its reward, and 
the short period of its success will be forgotten, 
in the endless ages of its punishment. The de­
pression of virtue will shortly be succeeded b^ its 
eternal exaltation. All its trials and persecutions, 
the scorn of the contemner, and the cruelty of the 
enemy, will be no more remembered in the unend­
ing triumph which will hail it upon its admission 
into those brighter realms for which it has been 
preparing through much sorrow.
The busy multitudes which now throng all the 
ways of life w ill soon be silent. A part will come 
to their grave in the midst of the anxieties of bu­
siness, and a part in the attractive engagements of 
pleasure. Some, at a distance from their friends, 
will sink beneath the influence of unregarded 
sickness, and some will find unavailing all the ex­
ertions of officious friendship. One upon an er­
rand of mercy and love, another in the execution 
of some nefarious scheme, will fall to rise no more. 
The places which now know the present genera­
tion will soon know them no more forever. What 
is life? In the language of scripture, it is a vapor 
which appeareth hut a little time and then vanish- 
<th away. For what purpose is this vapor suffered 
just to appear, and where will it go when the hu­
man eye can no longer discern it? These are 
questions of vast import. Viewed in this light, 
“life is not to he mentioned but with songs of praise, 
not. to be thought on but with tides of joy, the 
mighty basis of eternal bliss.” Life is that which 
is to rejoice or to suffer eternally. Every day is 
preparing it for the one condition or for the oth­
er. Every day is drawing a line of beauty or a 
line of deformity, of light and purity, or of dark­
ness and depravity, upon the canvass painted for 
eternity, on which our own eye will be forever fix­
ed, and which will be viewed with pleasure, or 
turned away from with contempt by higher Be­
ings.
The vicissitudes through which each individual 
now alive must pass, are known only to Him who 
orders all the goings of man.” The cloud of ad­
versity which now hangs over the prospect of some, 
may be succeded by the sunshine of prosperity. 
Those who are now gaily directing their bark over 
• the smooth sea of life, may soon be cast upon the 
reck or engulphed in the quicksand. The vigor
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of health, may be followed by the languor of dis­
ease, and the power of reasoning by the incohe­
rent ravings of insanity. Long before the end 
of life many wish to take refuge in the grave from 
sorrows which render existence a burden.
But whatever are the scenes through which our 
path will lead us, it becomes us to be ever ready to 
obey the summons which no man can resist, and 
which, though it may be a little deferred, will, 
without constant vigilance, surprize us by its un­
expectedness. The lump of our faith should be 
ever burning to light up our way through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death. Unhappy is he 
who descends into his tomb with no other light 
than the dim ray which human reason can supply, 
lie can look forward to no resurrection morn, 
when a new heavens and a new earth will be crea­
ted, into which nothing can enter that can disturb 
the peace that reigns there. Not so with the 
Christian. He lies down in the grave confidently 
expecting that he shall yet see his Redeemer, and 
be with Him forever.
If this be our hope, how deep should be the 
feelings of our gratitude, how constant our efforts 
to approve ourselves in the sight of Him, who is 
our Friend, who has redeemed us by his own blood, 
and, who in return only requires the acceptance 
of this redemption and the unnumbered blessings 
which attend it. At the close of life, the only 
source of consolation remaining will be that w? 
have spent our time, and our talents in the service 
of our God. Unhappy shall we be if at that 
time our conscience assure us, that we have lived 
only for ourselves, without regard to the com­
mands of our Great Creator, that we have treated 
with indifference—perhaps with contempt his kind­
est offers of mercy, and turned away from the 
Messenger of peace to this lower world, and neg­
lected all his exertions and sufferings in our favor.
Bearing constantly in mind what will allay the 
fears of our troubled minds, when we are about to 
enter the world of spirits, we should unceasingly 
strive to be ever in readiness, by the holiness of 
our lives, the purity of our thoughts, by our devo­
tional frame of mind towards God, and our feel­
ings of benevolence towards our fellow men, to go 
whence we are called, with a good hope, through 
the unpurebased merits of our Redeemer, of a 
blissful immortality. C.
From the Journal of Mr. Stone, under date of April 10, 1831. 
BOMBAY.
The Brahmin inquirer said to me to-day, that 
there were many Hindoos who believed the Chris­
tian religion to he true, but owing to fear of their 
caste, dared not to profess it publicly; and that, 
were it not for their castes, multitudes would come 
into the Christian religion. I have no doubt of 
this. If there were no greater obstacles in the 
way of the heathen here changing their religion, 
than there are in those pagan countries where no 
caste exists, multitudes would ask for baptism, and 
perhaps by attending more constantly on the 
means of grace, might be really converted. No 
person residing in a Christian country can form 
any idea of the sacrifices a Hindoo must make if 
he would become a disciple of Christ, and make 
a public profession of his faith in him. Yet 
through the grace of God many, even in pagan 
India, have made such a profession; and we doubt 
not that the number of those who, through the 
same grace, shall make a similar confession before 
their countrymen, will be increased every year till 
the chain of caste is broken, and ail the millions 
of India brought into the liberty of the gospel. 
The day has already come, when, instead of tens, 
hundreds are converted annually, and the day is 
rapidly advancing, when, instead of hundreds, 
thousands, and instead of thousands, millions will 
be from year to year brought into the church of 
Christ in India.
Ceylon—Native Preachers.—Mr. Poor, under 
date of Jan. 20, 1831, writes:
I have just now returned from Tillipally, where
I attended our quarterly meeting. It has been a
great day in our Zion. In addition to our usual 
exercises, we have publicly set apart two youths, 
Niles and Joshua, as native preachers. Niles 
preached in the afternoon an appropriate and im­
pressive sermon, from Jeremiah i. 6, 7. A very 
favorable impression appears to have been made 
by the transactions of this day.
Chinese Dedication.—The temple which they are 
now dedicating is one of the smaller kind, a mere 
village temple; and stands just without the Eu­
ropean settlement. It has been built at an ex­
pense of ten thousand dollars which was raised 
by voluntary subscriptions, varying from one dol­
lar to one thousand dollars each. The buildings 
are of brick, of a neat appearance, covering an 
area of about half an acre, and consisting of pa­
vilions for the new gods, and dormitories for their 
keepers. Besides this, there are three larger 
temples in Macao, one having nine, another fifteen, 
and the third sixteen priests. Taking with these 
all the lesser apparatus, which is here consecrated 
to the gods, and it makes no small account of sub­
stance and of being, set in broad array against 
the most high God. The yoke on the necks of 
this people is not easy nor the burden light. Yet 
they love their idols, and take delight in their idola­
try. In all this they are countenanced and sus­
tained by those who bear the Christian name, the 
Romanists. Whether so intended by them or not, 
the Catholics have given, strong support to the 
idolatry of this empire.
So small is the apparent difference between the 
religion of the Catholic and the Chinese, that it is 
not strange that such a man as father Premare- 
should have said, “in no other part of the world, 
has the prince of darkness so well counterfeited 
the holy manners of the church.” Only yesterday 
we had them in fair comparison, both were going 
in procession, and the principal difference was 
this, that while one had no implements ot war, 
the other were escorted by armed soldiery, and 
moved under the constant fire of heavy artillery. 
Such is the idolatry of Macao.—Mr. Bridgeman.
THE CHRISTIAN AND THE INFIDEL 
CONTRASTED.
The following article is selected from “Wil­
son’s Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity” 
—a work which was recommended some time ago 
in a communication published in the Observer. 
In the first part of his 22d Lecture, the author 
contrasts the two classes “ as to the tenor of their 
lives.” He then proceeds to contrast them “as to 
their more public labors and the writings they have 
submitted to the eye of mankind.” From this divi­
sion of his Lecture, we copy the closing remarks.
Charleston Observer.
“ And why should I contrast the writings of the 
true followers of Christianity, with the disgusting 
picture which truth has compelled me to withdraw 
of the Infidel publications? Why should I op­
pose the Humility of the Christian writer with 
the egotism of the Infidel? Why contrast his 
self renunciation and conscious ^worthiness 
and pursuit of the sole glory of his God 
and Saviour, with the vanity and love of fame 
of the infidel? Why should I set off Us benig­
nity AND KINDNESS AND OPENNESS TO CONVIC­
TION ‘AND FREEDOM FROM PERSONAL FEILINGS* 
with the malignity and rancor of the unbeiever? 
What avails my bringing into contrast the regard 
to truth, the plain research for matters of fact,, 
the piety and awe at the name ot God, and re­
verence of his majesty, which pervade the Chf s- 
tian writings, with the false, and impious, and con­
temptuous spirit of Infidels? Why should I fa- 
tigue you by detailing the strong moral distinc- 
. tion between virtue and vice, in all their ramifl- 
| cations, which mark the Christian treatises, and 
the pernicious confusion of right and wrong which 
i prevails in the Infidel? No; I will not pursue the 
contrast j I will not darken the charges of dishnn-
GtHBIER OBSERVER. 28
est quotation, insidious and cowardly methods of 
attack, and impurity of description and language, 
brought so justly against Infidelity, by dwelling 
in this p.ace on the historical testimonies and un- j 
controveited facts on which the Christian cause 
rests; on the open, manly, uncompromising forti-J 
tude which it displays; and the unsullied purity 
and delicacy of all its precepts and tendencies. | 
All these things $re too well known.
« But I ask, how is it that Christian writers are ' 
ao full, so manly, so laborious in the positive ex­
hibition of the doctrines and precepts of their re­
ligion, when nothing of the sort can be shown in 
the writings of Ixfidels as to the system of natural 
•duty which they profess to defend? Where are 
the writings on the unbeliever’s part, which an­
swer to our Christian fathers, to our commenta­
tors, to our ecclesiastical histories, to our moral 
essays, to our volumes of sermons, to our bodies 
of divinity ? Where are any writers on their pro­
fessed scheme of religion, which answer to our 
Cyprian, our Chrysostom, our St. Austin, our Ber­
nard? Where tu our Hooker, our Jewell, our 
Melanchton; our Pascal, our Sir Isaac Newton, 
our Bishop Pearson, our Baxter, our Archbishop 
Leighton, our Bishop tlall, our Doddridge? A 
death-like silence prevails. 1 can find no one 
Christian book that does not partake of the essen­
tial moral elements of truth, purity, and sincerity; 
and no one Infidel writing that does. No. It is 
unnecessary for me to sum up this second head.
I content myself with appealing to every con­
science, whether our argument does not strength­
en as we proceed—whether, in points of public 
labor, and writings, Christianity does not bear as 
prominently the seal of truth, and God, and 
heaven, upon it, as Infidelity does that of false­
hood, and of the rebellious spirits of darkness?
I ask whether, after having shown the futility of 
the objections of Infidelity in themselves, we do 
not seem to have completed the overthrow, by 
exhibiting the deliberate aim of those who framed 
them? I ask, whether objections are worth con­
sidering which must be culled out from the dis­
honesty, egotism, malignity, and moral pollution, 
of the works in which they are buried?
“ But an additional fact will raise this whole 
branch of proof to a yet higher point.
In numerous cases, all these excellencies of the 
Christian character, have been the result of a de­
cided CONVERSION FROM THE VERY INFIDELITY 
which lies on the other side of our contrast.—Mul­
titudes of these Christians, whose principles, moral 
conduct, benevolence, and useful writings, we 
have been considering, were once enemies of 
Christianity, vain, perverse, arrogant, debased, 
profligate; but, they were brought to considera­
tion—they were led to examine, (as I have men­
tioned in the case of Mr. Boyle,) the question of 
Christianity with calmness. The result was an 
entire change from the degradation and vices of 
Infidelity, to the elevation and purity of the Chris­
tian faith.—They proclaim the alteration. They 
confess with grief the motives which dictated 
their former rebellion; they distinctly avow the 
source of their errors and guilt; they open to us 
the real cause of the objections of Infidelity.
Thus the camp of the enemy betrays itself. 
The Christian advocate, like Augustine in the 
fourth century, is brought out from the midst of 
its foes; and we have the singular advantage of 
knowing the ground on which Infidels, continuing 
such, stand, by the ground on which the Christian 
convert confesses he once stood himself.
“Infidelity has nothing to show of a kind simi­
lar to this. Where are her converts from among 
devout and serious Christians? Where are those 
who confess the guilt of believing the revelation 
of the Bible? Where arc the regrets and peni­
tence for having obeyed the Gospel? All is 
blank. Infidelity and her objections, are disobe­
dience: faith, with her solid fruits, is obedience to 
the great God and Father of all-
LITURGY
is a name given to those forms of prayer which 
have been generally used in the Christian church, 
Of these, there are not a few ascribed to the 
Apostles and Fathers; but they are almost uni­
versally allowed to be spurious. The modern lit­
urgies are diversified of nations professing the 
Christian religion. Of these are the Armenian 
liturgy, composed by one of their patriarchs, na­
med John; that of the Cophti, or Christians of 
Egypt, written in the Cophtic or Egptian language; 
the TEtheopian liturgy, written in the old JEthio- 
pie tongue, said to be written by Dioscorus, Pa­
triarch of Alexandria, The Greeks have four 
liturgies, viz: those of St. James, St. Mark, St. 
John Chrysostuin and St. Basil; but they ordina­
rily read only the latter, the liturgy of St. James 
being read only at Jerusalem, and that of St. Mark 
only at Alexandria. The Syriac liturgies are 
much more numerous than the Greek, for Father 
Simon tells us that the Jacobites recokoned up for­
ty different liturgies, all under different names. The 
Missal of the Maronites contains twelve liturgies, 
under different names. The liturgy of the Church 
of England was composed in the year 1537, since 
which time it has undergone several alterations, 
the last of which was in the year 1661, and 
of this liturgy Dr. Comber gives the following 
character: “ No church was ever blessed with so 
comprehensive, so exact, and so inoffensive a 
liturgy as ours; which is so judiciously contrived, 
that the whole may exercise at once their knowl­
edge and devotion: and yet so plain, the most ig­
norant may pray with understanding; so full, that 
nothing is omitted which ought to be asked in pub­
lic; and so particular, that it coinpriscth many 
things which we would ask in private; and yet so 
short, as not to tire any that have true devotion. 
Its doctrine is pure and primeval; its ceremonies 
so lew and innocent that most of the Christians 
wouidagree in them; its method is exact and nat­
ural; its language significant and perspicious, 
most of the words and phrases being taken from 
the holy Scriptures, and the rest arc the expres­
sions of the first and purest ages—and in the opin­
ion of the most impartial Grotius, (who was no 
member of, nor had any obligation to this chufth) 
the English liturgy comes so near the primitive 
pattern that none of the reformed churches can 
compare with it.” Again he says, “In the 
prayers a scholar may discern close logic, pleading 
rhetoric, pure divinity, and the very marrow of 
the ancient doctrine and discipline, and yet all 
made so familiar, that the unlearned may scTely 
say Amen.”—Norwich Messenger.
BAXTER WITH HIS BIBLE.
It is a fact worthy of considerat ion, that the 
works of Baxter, in which he has most skillfully 
blended the two characteristics, doctrinal and 
practical, are the only ones which are passing 
down from generation to generation. The ques­
tion is an interesting one, therefore, for religious 
authors to ask,—What will last longest, and be 
worth most to another generation? There arc 
many books written no doubt with the grave in­
tention and the very sanguine expectation, that 
posterity will read and admire them; but which 
may never reach the hands of posterity; for the 
plain reason that they are not composed of suffi­
ciently rich and durable materials. Specially is 
this true of vast multitudes of books of unneces­
sary controversy and speculation, and of wran­
gling metaphysics. A cause of thankfulness it is, 
truly, that the great proportion of such works are 
floated into the eddies, or cast up dry as their 
contents, on the shores of the river of time; and 
forbidden by a merciful Providence to float down 
and perplex or disturb posterity; especially a pos­
terity sufficiently fruitful itself in such produc­
tions. This is becoming the case with many of 
the writings of Baxter.
Baxter’s honest conviction and confession, bear­
ing on this subject, deserve the serious considera­
tion of ministers of the gospel. “To tell the 
truth, while I busily read what other men said in 
these controversies, my mind was so prepossessed 
with their notions, that I could not possibly see 
the truth in its own native and naked evidence; 
and when I entered into public disputations con­
cerning it, though I was truly willing to know the 
truth, my mind was so forestalled with borrowed 
notions, that I chiefly studied how to make 
the opinions which I had received, and ran far­
ther from the truth. Yea, when I read the truth 
in Dr. Preston’s and other men’s writings, I did 
not consider and understand it; and when I heard 
it from them whom I opposed in wrangling dispu­
tations, or read it in books of controversy, I 
discerned it least of all. Till at last, being in my 
sickness cast far from home, where I had no bool' 
but my Bible, I set to study the truth from thence, 
and so, by the blessing of God, discovered more ii 
one week, than I had done before in seventeen years’ 
reading, hearing, and wrangling."—[Am. Quarter­
ly Register.
REMARKABLE CONVERSION.
The editor of the Boston Christian Watchman 
states that at a recent four days’ meeting which 
he attended, one of the preachers related the fol­
lowing extraordinary fact, which he had from a 
gentleman of respectability, and a preacher.
In one of the southern cities, an instructor was 
wanted to take charge of a school. A gentleman, 
well qualified by talents, made application for the 
situation and was appointed. On becoming ac­
quainted with the duties which he must perform, 
he found, to his surprise, that one of the requisi­
tions which were made on the instructor was, that 
lie must, daily open the school by prayer. As he 
was an infidel in his principles, this was to him ail 
appalling conditon. IIow could he, with his pe­
culiar views, attempt to pray to God, in whose 
existence and attributes he did not believe? 
Here was a mental struggle. As, however, he 
greatly coveted the situation, to which at his own 
request he had been appointed, he came to the 
conclusion that he would endeavour to surmount 
the difficulty, by learning in some way a form of 
prayer. The time drawing near when he must 
open the school, he retired to a forest of woods 
in the vicinity, where he might be perfectly free 
in expressing himself audibly and without inter­
ruption resolving to do so as if it were the first 
day of opening the school. He commenced, but 
before leaving the woods, light darted on his mind 
and conviction arrested his conscience. He be­
came duly sensible of the being and perfections 
of Almighty God, against whom he had transgres­
sed in denying his existence; and when the season 
arrived for his commencing his duties as a teacher, 
he had become a true Christian, and he prayed 
with the unction and penitence of the publican. 
He became the instrument of the conversion of 
a number of his pupils, and afterwards an accep­
table and highly popular preacher of the gospel.
Estimate of American B'riters by the London 
Christian Observer.
In a notice of Dr. Channing’s pamphlet entitled 
“ Objections to (Jnitarian Christianity Consider­
ed,” a writer in the London Christian Observer 
for June, just received in this city, says:—New- 
York Observer.
If any impartial and serious person would com­
pare the statements and reasonings in this pamph­
let, with the animadversions contained in different 
works which have been published in reply to the 
writings of Dr. Channing, and the other New- 
England Unitarians, by several divines of their 
own country—but especially Dr, Leonard Woods, 
Dr. Beecher, and Mr. Moses Stuart—I conceive 
it would be morally impossible for him to rise 
from the examination without being convinced of 
the multiplied fallaciousness of Dr. Channing's 
reasonings, and of the radically erroneous and 
practically dangerous character of the Unitariao
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system. It is greatly to our detriment that the j out complimenting. Every thing he said and did 
theological works of our orthodox brethren in the I was natural, and not forced.
United States are so difficult to be obtained in ' You reckon that plain, that is of one color. 
Great Britain. Those, in particular, which have I Now a sincere Christian is of the same com? with- 
issued from the Andover school are signalized by j in doors that he is without: on the week days, 
soundness in Bible interpretation, extraordinary | that he is on Sabbath days. He makes nogi^at
in 
•)
power of argument, and solemn fidelity in warn- .show; no talk; all his giory is within, /’s. x’v. 13. 
mg and exhortation; while yet benignity and He is swift to hear and glad to learn. A fool ii 
courtesy are duly maintained. religion is lull of words, [heel, x, 11. Prov. xv. 2.l
DEATH without hope.
I have just been standing by the death-bed of 
one who was departing without hope. No fond 
expectation of recovery soothed bis pains, and 
beguiled the tedious hours of languishing. That 
“flattering unction” he could not apply to bis 
smarting conscience; be knew he must now die. 
Nor could he procure a temporary solace by re­
sorting to unbelief. In the few intervals of bis 
pain, when his mind could act connectedly, and 
he could be brought to look at the subject, there 
was an awful clearness in his convictions of Chris­
tian truth. Ileifc, then, he lay, all encompassed 
with horror. Behind, was the vrsfepk of hopes and 
resolutions, covering ull the strearirt of the past. 
Before him, *t.he dark curtain of eternity hid all 
from his view, except as it occasionally seemed to 
lift itself up? and disclose terrific scenes in wait­
ing for bis soul.
With the conviction that be must die, there 
seemed to come a kind of desperate abandoning 
of himself to bis doom. There was no disposi­
tion to any effort for salvation. Even the sound 
of prayer, which was offered at his side, and the 
instruction that was given him, lie appeared to re­
gard as intrusions—as if he would have said, could 
he have spoken out, “hast thou come to torment 
me before the time?”
All efforts to benefit this dying soul proved fruit­
less. While lie acknowledged the truth and im­
portance of every thing that was said, he turned 
away from the last oiler of salvation, as he had 
turned away from every previous offer.
As I left Ill’s couch, and the gazing relatives, } commingle in their great event*, and hold communion with 
who were half persuaded not to imitate his pro- !master spirits. After su«h excursions the mind returns 
erastination, I exclaimed to myself, “O, that they prepared to see the relations and estimate the value of present 
f were wise 1”—Pastes tll'”Ks with more itnpartialitwere wise; O, that they
Journal.
FRATERNAL AFFECTION.
Two or three years since, I happened to remark 
that two poor hoys (brothers) who were employed 
in road making, were extremely well disposed, 
and possessed considerable ability. On my ex­
pressing a wish (hat they should learn to read and I of life deeply feeling, that even if life were not so brief and 
write, they asserted their readiness to attempt it, ; uncertain and chequered as it is, it is at the best of small ac-
one offering to maintain the other by his labor tin 
til educated, on condition that the other in turn 
should support him when this was effected. This 
was immediately put in practice, the laborer work­
ing harder than ever to support the scholar. In 
about eight months, the scholar being quite a pro­
ficient in writing and arithmetic, returned to his 
work; and supplied the other brother with bread 
while he also learned the same branches.
This affecting example was not allowed to pass 
unrewarded; aid was afforded, and afterwards 
they were both made overseers, though very
young. On the suspension of road-making, they t cda^le fdor) ot 1,IC God wll° can do such things, and again 
both went to Smyrna, where one is employed by a I casl down and humbled with a sense of our insignificance in 
merchant, and the other has established a school | his si«ht’ and our unworthin«* to be noticed by so august a 
of mutual instruction at Burnova. Thus two poor i BcinS» that it is mere illusion which has thus affected us: 
orphan boys are respectably and profitably estab-1 thc-v aru llie w‘Jrds of ,ruth and soberness, and such emotions 
lished through this valuable institution.— Br. and arv t,wir
For. Sch. Soc. Rep.
RELIGIOUS SINCERITY.
Sincere love is that which looks at God, and 
not self, in what it doeth. It is ‘love unfeigned.’ 
(1 Cor. vi. 6. 1 Pet. i. 22.)
I often suspect those whose religion and love 
he in their tongues: ‘blessing with a loud voice.’ 
(Prov. xxvii. 14.)
fo be sincere is to be plain; like Jacob; with-
M. Henry.
OF CONTENTMENT.
Humility is the mother of contentment.
The deeper your self-ahhorrcnce, the easier is 
self-resignation.
They that deserve nothing should be content 
with any thing.
Bless God for what you have, and trust God for 
what you want.
We must commit our souls to God’s keeping, 
and submit ourselves to God’s disposing, 
a i vu'/wrnm
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THE OHIO CONVENTION 
Of the Protestant Episcopal Church will meet in this place on 
Wednesday, 1th. instant.
In consequence of the wetting of Convention, no paper 
will be issued from this office next week.
SroNsoas in Rai-tisii*—We ask the attention of our readers 
to the first article in this number, on the subject of the design 
and agency of Sponsors in lfcptism: it will be found in­
structive.
I’rophecy.—As it is good occasionally to withdraw our­
selves from the business and turmoil of active life, and retir­
ing into our chamber, there to commune with our own hearts 
and be still; so it is profitable, sometimes to call off our 
thoughts from present time and the things that be, and with 
the help of history, sacred and profane, to run up past ages
l y and accuracy: it is enabled to 
take a more enlarged view of them, as it must now perceive 
many new analogies and bearings, before unnoticed. The 
same remark holds, and in seme respects with greater force, 
when applied to future time. What mind can glance down 
coming ages, and contemplate the mighty wonders which 
Gud has promised he will hereafter work in the presence of 
his creatures, without returning to the common-place concerns
count, except in its relation to eternity? True, prophecy gives 
us nothing very definite to rest upon: it gives us none of the 
details which an idle, earthly curiosity craves so earnestly: it 
confines itself to generals. Still these are so splendid in their 
character, and they so entirely surpass, in the grandeur of 
their tone, all the predictions which have been hitherto ful­
filled, we may safely conclude that nothing which we now see 
is “worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be re­
vealed ;” and we need not fear, when we are lifted up, through 
the instrumentality of these predictions, with a sense of the 
wonder-working power, the immaculate holiness, and the in-
legitimate 1 esuit. It is no more than what might 
be expected : exalted theniesmust have a corresponding influence 
on the mind—Is it not with reference to this fact that the re­
velation of St. John is prefaced with this striking benediction, j 
“ Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear the words of j 
this prophecy and keep those things which are written therein : ' 
for the time is at hand?” Why should a special blessing be 
connected with the study of prophecy, if its moral influence 
were not specially beneficial—peculiarly calculated to inspire' 
the views and feelings which characterize those who arc stran- 
' gers and pilgrims on the earth? Doubtless the study of pre- ‘
phecy, from its intrinsic nature, has a most happy ttiiuncy, 
and to this, God has added efficiency, and enhanced the effi­
ciency, by the promise above quoted.
But every thing which man lays his hand upon is more or 
less misused; every thing which passes through his mind is 
more or less perverted ; and this has been the fate of prophecy 
in no small degree. Carrying the curiosity which God has 
planted in their breasts to stimulate to useful inquiry, beyond 
tne intended limits, men have attempted to be wise above what 
is written, and as a natural consequence, have become bewil­
dered in their own speculations to the great detriment of 
themselves and others. Because God has been pleased to in­
dulge in some degree (he desire to look into futurity, and has 
unfolded to us the roll of prophecy, they conclude that lie 
means to make them prophets, as a consequence of which they 
become vain and high-minded, and so absorbed in the con­
templation of the future privileges which they fancy they fore­
see, as to neglect entirely present duties. The Millenial glory, 
when run out by these keen-sighted seers into all the details 
of time, place and circumstance, ceases to exert that humbling, 
comforting and purifying influence, which it exerts when left 
in that indefinite form in which scripture leaves it. The spe­
cialties in which these men indulge, are in their moral tendency 
directly opposite to the generalities of inspiration. They are 
essentially secular in their character and influence; as much
so as the Utopian reveries of any other castle-builder._ We
have now before us a notice of a book recently published in 
London, the simple announcement of the contents of which 
will show that there is a way of studying prophecy by which 
men, so far from improving by it, may “wax worse and worse, 
deceiving and being deceived.” In this book, written by Jo­
seph Tvso, the subject of the Millenium is treated as if it were 
a matter of undoubted history, rather than enigmatical pro­
phecy. The author not only asserts the personal reign of 
Christ upon the earth, but determines “the time and manner 
of his coming, the spot where he shall alight upon the earth, 
the place where he shall fix liis throne, the duration of his 
reign, &<?.!” He gives also plates exhibiting plans of the 
new Jerusalem which shall be built, the sanctuary, the gate at 
which the King of Kings will enter at his royal palace! 1 and 
lays before the reader, with the confidence of a statistical his­
torian and geographer, a map of the countries which shall be 
possessed by the Jews when restored to the condition of their 
fathers—It may seem at first sight incredible that men who 
have professedly sat at the feet of Him who was meek mid 
lowly, and who have been taught by the writer of the 13th. of 
1 Cor., should so fir forget themselves and tlieir proper call­
ing, and the great, ends of religion itself, as to give way to such 
reveries as these, and to rush so presumptuously into futurity 
But “vain man would be wise, though man be born as a wild 
ass’s colt.”
' Thank God, the Christians of tills country are not yet in­
fected with this mania of prophetical misinterpretation; and 
as we have become acquainted at once with the error and its 
rectification—the bane and the antidote, it is believed we arc 
not at present in great danger of indulging such irreverent 
day-drgjims. Let prophecy be studied—let us look so far into 
futurity as God has raised the curtain and allowed us to look: 
beyond this let us not presume. The land which is yet un­
discovered is not to be peopled with the creatures of our weak 
and corrupt imaginations. To prophecy we shall do well 
that we give heed as to a light shining in a dark place; and 
by walking in this light we shall walk by faith, hope also shall 
encourage us, and charity shall enlarge our hearts’ and under 
their joint influence, we shall live happily and usefully. But 
going beyond this light we shall goastray^and be lost in mazes 
inextricable.—We should ever remember that prophecy is a 
light shining in a dark place.
i RANCt. —We should judge from recent, productions of the 
pi ess in this country, that the friends of religion aje awake to 
tneii responsibilities, and endeavoring to infuse info the public 
mind, those principles which alone can give,?,stability to free 
institutions and ensure national peace and prosperity. Among 
the more recent publications in the city of Paris wc perceive, 
“ A manual to facilitate the study of Scriptures,” “ An Essay on 
Religious Liberty,” “Letters to thedisciples of St. Simon”-fl 
class ot fanatical infidels, “Ruins, or new thoughts on the 
revel-ii ions of Empires, demonstrating the inspiration of scrip 
ture on the testimony of Volney;” together with republic,* 
tions of “ Scott’s commentary,” “ Butlers Analogy,” arid other 




A Noble Deci.—On Monday afternoon, says a Boston pa­
per of tile 10th inst., about an hour before sunset, in the ! 
height of the north easterly gale, a sail-boat capsized, vxs seen 
Iroin Nahant, between the Graves and Fawn Bar, and two 
men were distinctly seen clinging for safety to the ketl of the 
boat. Notwithstanding the sea ran very high, Mr. Johnson, 
the fisherman of the Nahant Hotel, disregarding the entrea- 
ties of many w ho endeavored to detain him from thus hazard­
ing his own life in a vain attempt to save others, put off alone i 
in his “dorey,” to succour those in distress, and after rowin'* 1 
nearly four miles, came up with the boat, took the two persons 
off, righted her, and brought men and boat safely to Nahant. 1 
The men whose lives were providentially saved bv the intre­
pidity and skill of Mr. Johnson, were named Philips.
Maternal Tenderness.—A sparrow, which had built her nest 
on the thatch roof of a house, was observed to continue her 
regular visits long after the time when the young birds had ’ 
taken their flight. This unusual circumstance continued 
throughout the year; and in the winter, a gentleman who had 
all along observed her, determined on investigatengthe cause. 
He therefore mounted a ladder and found one of the young ones 
detained a prisoner, by means of the string of worsted, which 
formed part of the nest, having become accidentally twist­
ed round its leg. Being thus incapacitated from' procur­
ing its own subsistence, it had been fed and su. taiued by the 
continued exertion of its mother__ Raleigh Register.
Navy Chaplains—A correspondent of the New-York Ob­
server states, that there are but nine chaplains in the whole 
United States Navy, while the law authorizes as many as there 
are ships of war, meaning frigates and seventy-fours. For the 
chaplaincy of the Potomac, which has lately been fitted for 
sea, there were 200 applications. None of these, however, 
were successful, ns the Secretary of the Navy made choice of 
the liev. Mr. Grier, of the Philadelphia station.
New Water Wheel.— We have seen a letter from a person in
Pennsylvania, describing a newly invented water wheel__
which may interest some of onr mechanical readers, The in­
ventor says it requires a current of alwut three and a half 
miles, that it plies under water, the d - per the stream the bet­
ter, drift wood is no obstruction to it, and it turns but one 
way, let tne water run as it will. It can be applied to atty 
machinery, without any dam or forebay. The expanse of a 
grist mill power is about $100.—livulon. Courier.
Relief of Fayetteville—-The collections for this purpose, 
says the Raleigh Register, exceed the most extravagant anti­
cipations. As nearly as we can make the estimate more tlian 
$40,OUO have already been raised, and from present appear­
ances, as much more may probably be calculated on. Proba­
bly the collections now amount to $100,000.
A writer in the Alexandria Gazette recommends Win. 
Wirt of Maryland for the Vice Presidency.
A gentleman of Newport received through the Post-office a 
letter enclosing $13, with the following note;—$10borrowed 
six years ago without leave.
Hail Sturm—A very destructive hail storm visited Lancas­
ter, Coos County N. H. on the 17th uh. by whicii the crops 
were greatly damaged, glass was broken, and other injuries 
sustained. The hail was uncommonly large—in some instan­
ces measuring full six inches in circumference.
The old fort, or Pynchon House, at Springfield, built in 
1G57, by “the worshipful Major Pynclmn,” which was a re­
fuge in the Indian wars, and is a prominent scene in Hope 
Leslie, was recently taken down to build a more modern house.
A Sailor just returned from a cruise of three years, gave the 
following account of himself, to a gentleman whom he met on 
a recent journey:—
“When I entered my name for the cruize, I told the officer 
of the vessel that I wished them not to issue my daily allow 
ance of whiskey, but pay me the amount when the vessel 
should get home. To this they readily agreed, and when the 
hands were paid off, 1 had seventy-nine dollars coming to me on 
account' of my whiskey."
Bishop Brownell----Washington College.—The convention of
Connecticut have made arrangements with the view of icliev- 
ing Bishop Brownell from his duties as President of Wash­
ington college, and enable him to devote his whole time to his 
diocesan duties.—Churchman.
Monticello.—We understand (says the Richmond Compiler) 
that this celebrated seat of Thomas Jefferson with 500 acres 
of land, has been sold to Dr. Barclay of Charlotteville. It 
is reported that the proprietor has some idea of establishing 
the silk manufacture there—Monticello abounding in white 
mulberry trees.
The coroner of Philadelphia, Mr. John Dennis, avows it 
as his firm belief that the use of intoxicating liquors is the 
cause of a great proportion of the deaths which come under 
his view as coroner.
Lieut. Gov. E. P. Livingston delivered the annual oration 
before the institutions of Columbia College, in New-York on J 
the first inst. The subject was oratory ; and the address is . 
said to have been a forcible exhibition of the great ends to 
which the art may be applied, I
FOItElGX.
Messrs. Robertson anti Hill.—The following is extracted from 
a letter frpm the Rev. Mr. Brewer, dated Smyrna, May 25th, 
1831. It contains the latest intelligence respecting our mis­
sionaries in Greece:
“With Greece we have weekly intercourse Rev. Mr. 
Hill, of the American Episeopal Church, lately made us a 
business visit, in which he was absent from Tenos but eight 
days. We have been expecting him and Mr. King with their 
families, to spend a few weeks with us. Just now, however, 
both they and Mr. Robertson are at Athens, where Mr. King 
has already a school of more than a hundred children, and the 
other brethren are about opening a second. Rev. Mr. Leeves, 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, is here, from Corfu, 
and Rev. Mr. Jotter, of the English Church Missionary So­
ciety, from Syra. The latter has decided on removing to this 
place as soon as he can return and bring his family.”— 
copal Watchman.
Liberia.—The number of the African Repository for the 
present month, contains an interesting letter from Captain 
Kennedy, t:f the U. S. frigate Java, in relation to the colony 
of Liberia, which he lately visited in that vessel.
Capt. K. says, “it would be well, perhaps, to state, that in 
a conyersction with one of the Kro or Kroomen, I was inform­
ed by him that h? came with his wife from Timbuctoo by wa­
ter, wuh the exception of twenty-five miles, the distance that 
city stands from the N'ger; lie came down the St. Paul’s to 
Meswr do,
“I nave been informrd that the Ourang Ourang has been 
repeated y seen by the Krooinen on the Junk and other rivers 
a crabbing with a rude basket and crab stick, both of bis own 
make.
‘ “IF this he a fact, I think the colonists might profit hy 
dun . ieatang them raid employing them in their corn and 
rice fields, as they are not considered human beings, 1 see 
no reason, why they should not be made to work us well as a 
horse or an ox.”
Literary.—A Polyglot Bible, containing the original text, 
the principal ancient versions, and Hie English, German, Ital­
ian, French ar.d Spanish, with Prolegomena by l’rofcaSOr 
Lee, of Cambridge, (Eng.) is about to he published in a sin­
gle folio volume__ Toe University of Oxford is making ar­
rangements for the publication of the V icklillite version of 
the Scriptures, including both the Old and NeG? Testaments. 
—Justpnb’ishcd in London, :\ volume of Sermons hy the late 
Rev. Dr. Thompson, of Edinburgh—a third volume of Ser­
mons by the late Sir Henry Moncrief Wellwood, of Edin­
burgh—Memoir of N. W. Dickerman, from the Boston edi­
tion—Aii Authentic Account of the Revival of Scriptural 
Knowledge and General Education ill Greece—-the First 
Volume of Gregory’s edition of the Works of Robert Hall. 
(Dr. Gregory is assisted t)y Foster the Essayist, in preparing ; 
this edition. The 5th volume is to contain Sermons from the 
author’s own manuscripts, with a selection from his letters; 
and the 6tlK Sermons from notes taken while they were preach­
ed; with Memoirs, and a Review of the author’s writings, 
The 1st and 3d volumes contain some articles not before pub­
lished. )•—Boswell’s Life of Johnson, with numerous additions 
and notes, by J. W. Crocker—Todd’s Life of Cranmer, 2
vols.__Life of Bishop Keil, by W. L- Bowles, vol. 2.—An
Essay on the origin and prospects of man, by Thomas Hope. 
[This was in the press when the author died. He was a pan­
theist.
Temperance Societies in England,—We arc glad to see that 
a London “ Temperance Society,” under the patronage of the 
Bishop of London and other dignitaries of the Church, has 
been formed, on the principle of “abolishing the use of dis­
tilled spirits as a customary beverage, and of discountenancing 
the causes and practice of intemperance.” We observe that 
at their recent meeting at Exeter-Hall, William Allan, so 
well known for his philanthropic exertions among the Society 
of Friends, alluded to the example of America, and antici­
pated equally beneficial results from the adoption of similar 
means of reformation in this country. The Solicitor Gene­
ral tor Ireland, in his able speech on the occasion, attributed 
the greater portion of the riots, tumults, and even the peri­
odical visitations of famine in Trtland, to the use of ardent 
spirits, which had been of late years Tapidly on the increase.
We recollect that some time ago, at a meeting of ihe “ New- 
York Temperance Society,” a Mr. Maxwell, district attorney 
for that city, stated that he had assisted at twenty trials for 
murder, and was satisfied that every one of the offenders com­
mitted their crimes under the influence of intoxicating liquors. 
He also observed, that having been brought, in the discharge 
of his official duties, into constant connection with the Courts, 
he had asc> rtained that the number of complaints presented 
iii the city for criminal offences were five thou?.-id yearly, 
three-fourths of which had their origin in intemperance! America 
is getting rid of this curse—and shall moral agency in Eng­
land be 'ess efficacious to deliver the land from its pestilent 
influence?—London Mom. Herald,
The Changes of a year—Fraser’s Magazine, a new pertodi- 
e’e just commenced in London, thus notices the changes in 
European thrones and kingdoms during tire past year.
1 A little year ago, and. George IV ruled in England and
Hanover—Charles X. in France—Pius VIII. in Rome__
Chas. Felix in Sardinia—Francis J avierin Naples_ Anthony
in Saxony—Pedro in Brazil—.Charles in Brunswick__Wil­
liam had the kargdom of toe Ne.lier'aims—^Nicholas was au­
tocrat of Poland—Where are they now? in the grave__In
exile—or shorn of their dominions. And yet the revolution 
has not much more than begun. A new spirit has been un- 
ehained, and he hovers over the world whether for good or for 
evil. We have had no comet shaking its hair altove us hut 
earthly portents of dire kind, with fear of change, perplex­
ing monarchs.
“ Now powers from ltome, and discontents at home 
Meet in one line; and vast confusion waits 
As doth a raven on a sick fallen beast)
The imminent decay of wrested pomp.
How happy he, whose cloak and cincture can 
Hold out this tempest.”
France.—- Rumored plans of the Ex-Royalists.__ The Cou­
rier Francais ol June 3d, says:—It has been announced with 
a show of importance that the Duchess de Berry is about to 
take an excursion upon the Continent; some say for the be­
nefit of the waters; hut, according to others, her journey is 
not of quite so paei6c a tendency. There was a report in cir­
culation this morning, that herjlioyal Highness had arrived 
at Nice; and, in addition, it was said to be her intention to 
try a movement in the South, which might be connected with 
the disturbances in La Vendee. The Duchess will be follow­
ed by M de Blancas, and the Duke d’ Angouleme is" expected 
to arrive immediately upon the Continent. Such are the ru­
mors afloat. They are much talked of upon ’Change nud 
had some influence in effecting a fall in the public funds.
Greece—“The Augsburgh Gazette contains a letter from 
Trieste, giving a very gloomy account of the general dissatis­
faction that prevails in Greece against the President Capo 
d’Istrias. The whole nation is anxious for the convocation of 
a National Assembly, and will promise obedience, to its de­
cisions alone. ‘Capo d’Istrias,’ adds the writer, ‘will do well 
to make concessions, unless he is desirous of throwing the 
country into fresh convulsions. The Acropolis has been com. 
pletclv evacuated hy the 1 urks, and crowds of foreigners are 
settling thumselves in Athens under the supposition that it is 
about to become the scat of the Government.’
Austria. — Cholera Morbus.—Military Preparations.—Ac­
counts from Prague to the 11th of June say :—« Tlie yholern 
morbus is spreading frightfully in Lemberg. The’ Emperor 
has sent there his lirst physician in Bohemia, and the counsel­
lor of the Government, Nadherney, with ten physicians and 
surgeons. A strong cordon sanitaire is established between 
Hungary and Gallicia. The disorder advances towards the 
West. The Austrian Military preparations are carried on 
with great activity; tire army is at this moment more numer­
ous and better equipped than it was in the years 1813 and ’ 14.’
Turkey.—From Smyrna.—The brig Toned os, Capt. Allen, 
arrived on Monday at quarantine, from 8m yrnn, which pert 
she left the 28th of May. The Courier de Smyme of the 22d 
says: “The plague is committing its ravages in the Isle of 
Rhodes- the Governor of Smyrna has taken measures by 
which all vessels from that quarter, of whatever flag, will be 
subject “to a quarantine.” In spite of these precautions, two 
cases of'plague had been known in Smyrna before the T. 
sailed.
Ai.oif.ks.—Emigrations from Spain, France, .J-c,—A letter 
from Algiers dated May 29th says:—“Colonists arrive in 
crowds since the decision of the Council of Ministers respect­
ing this country has been known. Passengers arrive from all 
parts. Ships from Spain have brought as many as ninety. 
All are eager for land, which is now much in request. At 
present the purchases are above sixty thousand acres; audit 
the proprietors were not so tenacious, the quantity of land sold 
would be now double as much. People begin now to buy 
lands five or six leagues off.”
Famine in Ireland.—tA Deputation, consisting of gentlemejk 
and clergy of both religious denominations, arrived in Dublin 
on Friday evening, from the Mayo Gentral Committee, for 
the purpose of laying the state of the sufferers before the Irish 
Government. We have heard one of those gentlemen de­
clare, that if they fail in their mission, he is afraid to return 
home; that if relief be withheld, it is impossible, unless by 
the miraculous interposition of Providence, for thousands to 
escape death by famine in ten days. According to the’au- 
tbenticatcd reports laid before the last general meeting of the 
Central Committee, the number in absolute want then was 
100,401.—Dublin paper.
Bishop Bowen.—We are happy to inform our readers, that 
as we were going to press, letters were received from Bishop 
Bowen, dated in Liverpool, June8, in which he states the im» 
proved condition of his health.
We find it mentioned in one of the latest London papers 
that steam has been applied with great success, in some of the 
French ports, in the destruction of vermin on hoard of Mer­
chant vessels. After having carefully closed the hatches and 
every aperture, the ’steam is suddenly introduced, and in 
twenty-four hours every living thing which may have been 
brought in with the cargo is destroyed.
Imprisonment.—At a meeting of the society for the improve- 
ment of Prison Discipline in London, May 30, it was stated 
in the annual report, that 120,000 persons were usually in 
confinement in the various jails of England.— Chr. Walch.
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POETRY.
THE POOR MAN’S HYMN.
As much liave I of worldly good
As e’er my master had:
I diet on as dainty food,
And am as richly clad,
Though plain my garb, though scant my board, 
As Mary's Son and Nature’s Lord.
Tin- manger was his infant bed,
His home, the mountain-cave,
He had not where to lay his head,
He borrow’d ev’n his grave.
Earth yielded him no resting spot,—
Her Maker, but she knew him not.
As much the world’s good will I bear, 
Its favorites and applause,
As He whose blessed name I wear,— 
Hated without a cause,
Despised, rejected, mock’d by pride, 
Betrayed, forsaken, crucified.
Why should I court my master*! foe? 
Why should 1 fear its frown?
Why should I seek for rest below,
Dr sigh for brief renown?
A pilgrim to a better land,
An heir of joys at God's right hand.
MISCELLANY.
REVIEW OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS OF 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1831.
[COA'TZXUATJ.]
AUGUST.
1. At four o’clock in the morning of August 1st, Charles 
X left. St. Cloud with a large retinue, The number of troops 
wes about 15,000. They haulted at Rambouillet, 30 miles 
west of Paris.
2. Commissioners were sent to Rambouillet to treat with 
the king; after some negotiation he consented to abdicate his 
crown. He named as his successor his grandson the Duke 
of Kourdeaux. The commissioners agreed to give him 4,(XM),- 
000 of francos, 1,000,000 of which were immediately paid.
2. Rev. Messrs. William Hervey, Hollis Reed, and William 
Ramsey, with their wives, embarked, on board the Corvo, nt 
Boston ns missionaries to Bombay, Also, Rev. John T. 
Jones, to join the American Baptist mission in Burmah.
3. Charles X. having received an accession to his forces of
15,000 men refused to comply with the terms which he had 
dictated. In consequence it was determined nt Paris to com­
pel him to come to terms. A large force of the national
Guard, and of the citizens, proceeded to Rambouillet. The 
king took the alarm, and made an unconditional nhdiention.
The Duke of Orleans opened the session of the Chamber of 
Deputies. An immense crowd listened to bis speech.
7. A violent hurricane in Jamnica, W. 1., by which seve­
ral towns and villages were destroyed, several lives lost, and 
much damage done to the shipping.
7. The Chamber of Deputies declared the deposition of the 
Bourbons, and the vacancy of the throne, and called to the 
Sovereignty the Duke of Orleans, by the title of Louis Phi­
lip I., King of the French. The charter underwent mate­
rial alterations. The provision which made the Catholic the 
religion of the state is almlishcd. The state is entirely divorc­
ed from the Church. The censorship can never be again im­
posed on the press. The Peerages granted by Charles X. 
were annulled. The vote on proposing the Duke of Orleans 
as sovereign, was 229 in favor, and 33 against. The full com­
plement of the Chamber amounted to 430. The Royal Duke 
fltamediately accepted all the conditions of the arrangement. 
Some disturbances happened on the 6th and 7th, occasioned 
by the dissatisfaction of those who wished for a- republic.
9. The ceremony of taking the oath to the charter, as mo­
dified, was observed in the hall of the Chamber of Deputies 
jn the presence of an immense concourse of spectators,
9. A trenty of peace was concluded between France and
Tunis, by which the commerce of the latter is opened to all 
nations. A similar treaty was just before concluded at Tri­
poli.
12. The Paris Moniteur contained an ordinance nominat- 
ofing the following list of ministers:—M. Dupont, Keeper  
the Seals; Gerard, Minister of War; Duke de Broglie, Mi 
lrister of Public Instruction; M. Guizot, Minister of the In­
terior^ Baron Louis, of Finance; Mole, of Foreign Affairs; 
Sebastian!, of Marine. Four members of the Cabinet were 
added who had no ministerial department,—Lafitte, 1’ierriey, 
Dupin, and Bignon.
1 k Died at Washington, Gen. Philip Stuart, an officer of 
the revolution.
15. lbe Prince de Polignac was apprehended, at Granville, 
in Normandy, as he was about to pass to Jersey. Three 
Others of the late ministers, Peyronnet, Chantelauze, and 
Ranville, were arrested at lours. Haussez and Capelle had 
escaped to England, and Montbel to Switzerland. Those who 
were token, were transferred by order of the deputies to the 
castle of V mccnncs.
17. Violent storm along the coast of the southern and mid- 
die States.
Ta Charles X. landed in England, with the royal family. About 100 gentlemen were present 1 
19. The American Institute of Instruction was organized ! D. D-, President.of 'Middldmry’Co\ege,
Rev. Joshua Bates,
Vt., was appointed
composed of gentlemen from I President, John Delafield, Esq. Secretary, and Rev. William 
« x _  ___  I. Aeci'ctsnf SpprpfnrV. About 20 PS55AVC andThe last three days of*the meetings were occu- i C. Woodbridge ssista t ec etary. t essays  
- • " ” * 1 2 3 * * * 7 * 9 * * 12communications were received, and a great variety of impor­
in Boston.
ten States. ------------ . -
pied in hearing lectures from various members, ltev. Ur. 
Wayland, President of Brown University, was chosen Presi­
dent of tlie Institute.
23. Louis Philip issued an ordinance restoring certain po­
litical rights to those who were banished from France in 1816,
violence. -
26. Early in the morning a contest between the citizens and 
the troops commenced, and soon became bloody. Ay length 
the troops, to the number of about 5,000, left the city, and 
the tri-colored flag was soon floating on the Hotel de Ville. 
The number of the killed amounted to 1 4. Serious disturb • 
ances also happened at Antwerp, I.ouvain, and Bruges.
27. Died at St. Leu, France, Prince Bourbon de Conde, 
aged 75.
27. A revolution in opposition to the government of Co­
lumbia, South America, at Bogota. Battle between the par- 
tizans of the government and its opposers, in which the latter, 
commanded by Col. Pineros, were victorious.
Rubric__ It is familiar to most of your readers that the
term Rebric, in the formularies of the Church, is derived from 
and permitting their return. I the circumstance of those directions being printed in red ink-
25. An insurrection commenced at Brussels, one of the ca- ; a practice which has continued down to our own times m the
pitois of the Netherlands. The Belgians of all classes had ! larger editions of the English Prayer Book. But it may be 
been for a lone time, dissatisfied with the government. The new to some, that the term as well as the practice, was derived 
’ . ” .x . i _ __ a — H/MYion Iqtv In whiph tbp titles and heads nf lawsproceedings in Paris hastened on the revolution. An im- ! from the Roma  law, i ic the titles a  heads of la s
* . . . • i i . z?; ___ 1 4-.. k.z-. ♦ t-n.v TiritVi vnrmil 1 inn nihriq vpl _multitude assembled, and committed several acts of used to he written with yermillion,—“ rubria vel minio”—
SEPTEMRER.
4. Died at Lynn, Mass., Donald M’Donald, aged 108; 
horn in Scotland in 1722. He was with Wolfe, at Quebec.
4. The journeymen printers in Paris, formed a combina­
tion to compel the publishers of the journals to destroy their 
machines, nnd to return to the old mode of printing by hand 
presses.
6. Insurrection at Brunswick; the Duke, Charles Frede­
rick, soon after fled to England, nnd was succeeded by his 
brother William.
13. An extraordinary session of the States General of the 
Netherlands, opened at the Hague for the purpose of recon­
ciling the Belgians.
15. The Liverpool and Manchester rail road was opened. 
The Rt. Hon. William TIuskisson, member of Parliament 
from Liverpool, and one of his Majesty’s ministers, was killed, 
by the passing over him of the Rocket engine. The rail road 
was commenced in 1826, and was completed at an expense of 
nearly .t’800,000. The distance is 34 miles. Mr. Stephen­
son, the proprietor of the Rocket engine, passed the whole RS. C. SANFORD respectfully informs her friends
Oetober next. C. SANFORD.
N. B. All books used in the school furnished if requested, 
Medina, August 18, 1831.
was a man of vigorous intellect, and great decision of charac­
ter. He d ied calmly.
20. Public meeting at Columbia, S. C., on the subject of 
“ State Rights.”
23. The royal troops, to the number of about 18,000, en­
tered Brussels, under the command of Prince Frederick.
27. I lie conflict between the troops and t'-e citizens, in 
Brussels, which had lasted four days, terminated. Not a sol­
dier was to be seen. About 1,000 of the inhabitants perish­
ed—besides 1,400 wounded. Of the Dutch troops, 133 were 
killed, and 596 were wounded. The Dutch were also driven 
from Bruges, Ostcnd, Ath, Louvain, and other places.
27. I’oliguae accused of high treason, by the French 
her of Deputies, by a vote of 244 to 47.
Cham-
OCTOBER.
1. Rev. Messrs. J. J. Robertson, and J. IT. Hill, Episco­
pal missionaries, embarked at Boston for Greece.
, 4. The independence of Belgium declared by the Central 
Committee at Brussels. “ The province of Belgium, violently 
separated from Holland,shall constitute an independent State.”
6. The twenty-first annual meeting of the American Board | ...
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions was held in Boston, Rev AuVA SANFOI 
and continued by adjournment, til) the 9th. Hon. John Cot­
ton Smith presided, and in his absence, Hon. Stephen Van 
Rensselaer; 28 members were present. Rev. Thomas De 
Witt, D. D., of New-York, preached 'lie annual sermon, in 
the Park-Street church, on the 6th, from Matt. ix. 37, 38. Dr rodman 
A pu die meeting was held in the evening of the same day, at j. W. SUGARS
which a part of the Annual Report was read, and Addresses WM. H. MARSHON,.........................  Dayton
were made by Drs. Allen, Bates, and Miller. The receipts R’ R M............... Springfield, Clark Co,
of the Board, tor the year, amounted to about $75,000, and n" ‘ ....................... Vrbanaj_.
the expenditures to <84-,(XX). A long and very able discus-
sion took place on the Indian question, or the expediency of 
preparing a memorial to Congress, expressing the views of the 
Board on the subject. A memorial was voted. The next 
annual meeting was appointed in New-IIaven, Conn., on the 
first Wednesday in October, 1831.
14. Died at Shawneetown, Illinois, lion. John McLean, 
senator of the United States from that State
20. A » . , - .
I New-York
convention .of the friends of education was held
«ty, by invitation of tlie New-York University.
tant topics were discussed.
(Ovid, First, 1. 7__Martial iii. 2.) Hence the term Rubrica
became synonymous with the civil law, and “according to the 
Rubric,’’ was a familiar expression with them as with us— 
Thus Persius (Sat. v. 96.) says, “Rubrica vetavit”— “the 
law forbids,” and Juvanal (Sat. xiv. 193.) addresses to his 
countrymen a piece of advice, equally applicable to our own 
times. “ Perlege rubras majorum leges,” “ Make yourselves 
familiar with the institutions of your ancestors.— Churchman.
Prudent Silence__ When Melancthon met his little girl
who had been sent on an errand by her mother, and had over- 
staid her time, he said to her “what will you say to your mo­
ther, child, when she chides you for so much delay?” “I will 
say nothing," replied the child. The father took the hint from 
the meek answer of the child, to say nothing in reply to the 
calumnies of his enemies.
Wall of China__ The substance of the great wall of Chi­
na, which extends along a space of fifteen hundred miles, from 
the shore of the Yellow Sea to Western Tartary, has been es­
timated, by Mr. Barrow, to exceed in qauntity that’of all the 
houses in Great Britain, and to be capable of surrounding the 
whole earth with a wall several feet high.
Musquetoes.—The spirits of camphor is a perfect protec­
tion from the bite of Musquetoes. One application of this 
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